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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN RECOGNITION OF COREY WELCH
ON HIS INDUCTION INTO THE
LUZERNE COUNTY SPORTS HALL
OF FAME

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2021

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor former athlete and North-
eastern Pennsylvania native Corey Welch.
Corey will be inducted into the Luzerne Coun-
ty Sports Hall of Fame in 2021 for his distinct
athletic achievements in the sports of swim-
ming and water polo. He and his fellow induct-
ees will be honored at a reception on August
8, 2021.

Each year, the Luzerne County Sports Hall
of Fame honors those who have brought fame
and recognition to the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania  through their  outstanding
achievements and contributions in athletic en-
deavors.

Corey started competitively swimming when
he was five years old. Five more years later,
he won his first age group PA State Cham-
pionship for the Wilkes-Barre YMCA in the 50
meter backstroke. Corey continued to succeed
in the pool, winning the 100 IM as well as the
50 backstroke, setting a state and national
record. He was ranked as the number one 14-
year-old in the country in the 200 IM and the
100 backstroke.

Corey also began playing water polo, and in
1996, he was selected to attend the USA
Water Polo Youth Development Camp at the
USA Olympic Training Center. Corey had a
very successful high school athletic career at
Wyoming Valley West, and, as a freshman on
the water polo team, he was voted the best
freshman player in the state. He went on to be
All-State the following three years and All-
American in his junior and senior seasons. He
helped lead the team to four consecutive divi-
sion championships. On the swim team, Corey
was undefeated in his individual events at the
AAA district championships, and he helped the
team win the PIAA District 2 and Wyoming
Valley Conference Team titles during each of
his four years.

After graduating from Wyoming Valley West,
Corey continued his swimming career on a Di-
vision | scholarship at the University of Florida.
He qualified for the USA Swimming National
Championships each of his four years as a
Gator, and, in 2004, he qualified for his first
Olympic Trials in the 200 LCM breaststroke.
Corey qualified for finals in several Nationals,
as well as the 2004 US Open where he won
the title as part of the 400 medley relay along
with the overall team title. For his efforts, he
was named to the Gators’ All Time Top Ten
list in the 100 breast, 200 breast, 200 medley
relay, and 400 medley relay. In 2005, he won
the SEC Championship with a conference and
team record, and he earned Division | NCAA
All-American status when the team finished
fifth at the NCAA Championships. His impres-

sive times also earned him a spot at the 2008
Olympic Team Trials.

After graduation, Corey pursued his doc-
torate in physical therapy at Drexel University.
While in Philadelphia, he began coaching a
USA Masters swim team, and he continued to
compete himself in several Masters meets. In
2010, he was the USMS National Champion in
both the 100 and 200 LCM. In early summer
2012, Corey swam a lifetime best in the 100
LCM breaststroke to earn a spot at the 2012
Olympic Team Trials.

It is an honor to recognize Corey on his in-
duction into the Luzerne County Sports Hall of
Fame. May his story and athletic career serve
as an inspiration to the next generation of
Pennsylvania athletes striving for excellence.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIM HAGEDORN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2021

Mr. HAGEDORN. Madam Speaker, had |
been present for Roll Call No. 231, On Motion
to Adjourn, | would have voted YEA; for Roll
Call No. 232, on the Motion to Table the Mo-
tion to Reconsider, | would have voted NAY;
for Roll Call No. 233, on the Motion to Ad-
journ, | would have voted YEA; for Roll Call
No. 234, on the Ordering the Previous Ques-
tion on H. Res. 567, | would have voted NAY;
for Roll Call No. 235, on H. Res. 567, | would
have vote NAY; for Roll Call No. 236, on Ryan
Amendment En Bloc No. 1 to H.R. 4346, |
would have voted NAY; for Roll Call No. 237,
on Ryan Amendment En Bloc No. 3 to H.R.
4346, | would have voted YEA; for Roll Call
No. 238, on the Motion to Recommit H.R.
4346 with Instructions, | would have voted
YEA; for Roll Call no. 239, on Passage of
H.R. 4346, | would have voted NAY; for Roll
Call No. 240, on Lee Amendment En Bloc No.
2 to H.R. 4373, | would have voted NAY; for
Roll Call No. 241, on Lee Amendment En Bloc
No. 3 to H.R. 4373, | would have voted NAY;
for Roll Call No. 242, on the Motion to Recom-
mit H.R. 4373 with Instructions, | would have
voted YEA; and for Roll Call No. 243, on Pas-
sage of H.R. 4373, | would have voted NAY.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF SERGEANT
MIKE CASSIDY

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2021

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of the life and service of Ser-
geant Michael Cassidy, a 27-year veteran of
the New Bedford Police Department.

Sergeant Cassidy grew up in New Bedford
and attended Old Colony Regional Vocational
Technical High School. After graduation, he

began his life of service by enlisting in the U.S
Marine Corps, serving in Operation Desert
Storm.

Sergeant Cassidy returned to New Bedford
and joined the City’s Police Department in
1994. He was honored with numerous com-
mendations throughout his decades of service,
including the New Bedford Life Saving Award
in 2006. He was honored again with the award
in 2018 when he helped revive and save the
life of a cashier who collapsed while Sgt. Cas-
sidy was off-duty and grocery shopping. This
is just one example of Sergeant Cassidy going
beyond his everyday responsibilities for his
community.

Sergeant Cassidy was a dedicated family
man and Boston sports fan. Besides being a
firearms and CPR instructor, he also taught
Kenpo Karate for years and was a 5th degree
black belt.

Sergeant Cassidy left his family and com-
munity too soon when he passed away on
April 28, 2021 at the age of 52. He led a life
of service to his country and to New Bedford
and set an example of what true heroism
looks like.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor the
life of Sergeant Michael Cassidy. | ask that my
colleagues join me in recognizing his lifetime
of service to our country and the people of
Massachusetts.

——
HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LEADINGTON

FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH
HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2021

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Leadington Free Will Bap-
tist Church of Leadington. Missouri, organized
100 years ago, under an old oak tree. It was
in December of 1921 that J.L. Yancy and T.J.
Mann organized the church. In 1923, church
members voted to buy a little house in front of
Woodlawn Cemetery where they worshiped
until the present sanctuary was built in 1965.

From a founding congregation of 11, the
church has grown to 89 members today. Ruby
Lawson is the oldest of the current worshipers
who has attended the church all her life.
Wayne Patton is Associate Pastor. Every Sun-
day, they gather at 9:45 a.m. for Sunday
School and 10:45 a.m. for worship.

Though the church’s records from 1929 until
1946 have been lost. it is clear this house or
worship has stood the test of time. It marks its
centennial of service standing tall as a monu-
ment to its members’ enduring faith and com-
mitment to their community.

| am proud to represent this dedicated body
of believers as they mark the 100th anniver-
sary or Leadington Free Will Baptist Church
on August 22, 2021, and to recognize them
today before the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.
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